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AMERICAN ART JOURNAL. 



They eat little, and live chenply in one small 
room in Rome all the winter, nnd the iirst of 
June all the models pack their household goods 
in a handkerchief, and tramp, many days' jour- 
ney to their "paese," where they pass the sum- 
mer and autumn. 

Wretched, dirty little towns, built on steep 
hills, these "paese;" whore neither meat nor 
medicine can be had, where the girls sleep by 
day and dance in the evening, nnd the mothers 
grumble at the scarcity and discomfort, and do 
■what little sewing is needed for the family. 
"Niente far" is the order of things, with an 
exceptional day's work at the harvest ; and, on 
a- 'given day, they all tramp back to Kome. I 
grew quite fond of them, and had a tender adieu 
from Guiseppe, his wife, and that most unan- 
gelic child, Archangelo, whom I left playing 
with a white goat in the deep stone doorway ot 
their little house, a picture/for Murillo to yiaint 
or Rembrandt to etch — like Roman life itself, uU 
bright sunshine and deep shade. 



MUSICAL GOSSIP. 



Gluck's " Iphigenia in Taurus " seemed to im- 
press the London Muncal World deeply on fur- 
ther acquaintance, so it received a glowing no- 
tice on May 19th, with corresponding eulogium 
upon its performance by Mapleson's company. 
Titiens had a new triumph as Iphigenia. Sant- 
ley's Orestes equalled her in glory. Qardoni 
raised himself considerably by his execution of 
Pyladi's music, and Gassier stormed through 
Oreste's character with true Scythian vigor, 
Tlie orchestra and chorus were magnificent, and 
Telbin's scenery perfectly admirable. 

lima de Mureka is again lauded for Lucia di 
Lammermoor'i contract and mad scenes, espe- 
cially for tli'e-babaletta " Sparge di qualche pi- 
anto," and Mongini praised for his genuine ex- 
pression and physical power in the finale, except 
"Obeli alma." 

" L'Africaine " drew on its first night the most 
brilliant audience of this season at Gye's opera. 
Lucca and Sherrington were the Selika and 
Inez, Naudin and Graziani the Vasco and Ne- 
lusco, and the performance was in many re- 
spects the most striking yet witnessed there. 

The most brilliftut and most crowded audi- 
ence of the season v-'heartily greeted Adolina 
Patti's re-appearance as Rosina. She delighted 
that public as usual, BO did Ronconi and Mario. 
The overture to " 11 Barbiere " was encored for 
its admirable performance by Costa's band. 

Mme. Dolby had a very crowded a,udience for 
her benefit concert at St. James' Hall,, and her 
singing of Mozart's " Per Pieta," and Luder's 
" L'Emigie Irlandais," the latter a composition 
full pf imagination and expression of the high- 
est order, is designated as (jlaborate, dignified, 
and powerful. Two new songs, one "Silver 
Chimes," by Claribel, and " Bye, Bye," by Vir- 
ginia Gabriel, were much relished in her inter- 
pretation. Mile. Eunequist is spoken of in that 
concert, as making rapid progress in all styles of 
vocal art so rapid, that but one remains for her 
to accomplish^grand oratorio. 

Orgeni is said to want nothing that a true ar- 
tist should have. Her performance of Agatha's 
sdeiia, in " Der Freischutz " ij- highly commended 
thus : " Resonant and pure as her voice is, and 
entirely under command for all modes of ex- 
pression, her singing is equally commendable for 
perfect and well balanced phrasing " then ex- 
hibited. 

Mme. Sherrington's exact,facile, vocalization, and 
Graziani's beautifully smooth singing of a song 
by Stanzieri are praised, also, but less enthusias- 
tically than Arabella Goddard's most entrancing 
pianism invariably receives from the London 
Mtcsical World. Her benefit concert playing is 
again brought forward there in copious articles 
taken from contemporary journals. 
' The Fifth Philharmonic concert is praised 
ler's concert, in St. James's,HaU, from a highly 



there for its orchestral performance, and the sing- 
ing of Mme. Wipperns and Santloy, but young 
Auer's violin playing is demurred to for his thin 
tone, artificial expression, capricious bravwa, 
and irregular lime, shown in Spohr's concerto. 

The Musical Society of London's 8d concert, 
gained favor with that critic for the superb playing 
of Haydn's Symphony in D, and Beethoven's Pas- 
toral, while Mile. Meiilig's performance of Mendel- 
ssohn's 2d piano-foi'te concerto is pronounced, 
equally successful with that given Hummel's in B 
minor at the Philliarmonic. 

The Sacred Harmonic Society, gave Rossini's 
"Stabat Mater" and Mendelssohn's "Aihalie" 
music, admirably. Santley and Charles Lyall are 
especially praised for their performance in " Stabat 
Mater." •' Elijah" closes this season and with a 
new band, ns Costa's then will be engaged at Gye's 
Opera 

Hansford's concerts devoted to English music, 
drew crowds to St James's Hall and tliese crowds 
swallow progra'rimes containing thirty pieces 
readily. Arrabella Godd.ni comes in again for 
laurialion equal to that bestowtid upon Broad- 
wood's unparagoned paragon piano-forte on which 
she plays. 

PranUfort-on-tbo-Maine — had the "Messiah" to 
wind up its musical season. Neither chorus or 
orchestra were all that could bo desired, and dis- 
appointment ensued. 

Dresden was also disappointed on hearing a 
much vaunted tenor from Nuremberg, finding Herr 
Brau Brini rather worse than any of the sixteen 
tenors who have sung there on trial for opera, du- 
ring eighteen months past. He tried Arnold in 
" William Tell" and proved that he is not the 
Vasoo de Gama wanted for " L'Africaine." 

San Carlo — Naples, is reported in tlie London 
Musical World to have come out this season in 
very bad style. 

" The San Cailo closed its doors after a most 
disastrous and wretched season with an entertainment 
consisting of selections from Meyerbeer, Verdi, and 
Mercadante — a strange hotchpotch. The principal 
fe 'ture of the evening was the way in wliich the 
trio from "I Lombardi" was sung by Signora 
Lotti, Signers Stigelli »nd Bremoud. The reper- 
tory during the past season included the following 
works: — "Martha," performed four times; "La 
Favorita," 16 times; "Maria de Rohan," 19 times; 
"II Frofeta," 16 timps; "Roberto Devereux," 15 
times; "Vespro Sicilano," 19 times; " Maria Stu- 
ardo," once ; " La Oenerentola," 6 times ; " Virgi- 
nia," 9 times. In his retrosp- otive remarks on the 
season just closed, SiguOr M. 0. Caputa asks in the 
Mouilore del Circolo Bouamica, whether the San 
Carlo Theatre has fuUfiUnd the obligations which 
attach to it as one of the leading theatres in Eu- 
rope, nay, the world. Of course the answer is in 
the negative, and the writer concludes by calling 
on the Governm-nt, for the dignity of art and the 
honor of the country, to come to the rescue— 
" Crispino e la Oomare" has been played with gri^at 
success at the Giarilino d' Invernp. At the Teatro 
Bellini, the last novelty is " La Figlia del Mari- 
naio," a four-act meloJrama, by Signer Marco d' 
Ariiinzo, with music by Signer Claudio Conti. It 
was successful, the composer being called on 
twenty times during the first performance. 

Metzler & Co's copyright sale went off in nil its 
six days, with great spiiit and high prices were ob- 
tained, such as 269 pounds 19 shillings and 6 
pence, for a piano-forte piece by Mme. Oury. The 
amount realised fiom that sale is not yet stated. 

Stagno, Maph son's uiility tenor, has been en- 
gaged for Barcelona as primo teaore. 

H. S. Oakeley, Musical Professor at Edin- 
burgh's University, has written a quadruple 
chaunt for the 78th psalm, which, as performed 
in St. Paul's Cathedral at the recent festival by 
the sons of the clergy, was highly commended, 
but his authorship not recognized by critics. 

Gye has secured another contralto at his 
opera called Biancolini, and she appeared with 
Vilda in " Lucrezia Borgia." 
Sims Reeves had an ovation at Madeline Schil- 



fashiomvble audience, because he then had just 
recovered from his periodical illness. 

Vilda seems to be sought for in concert as in 
opera, and G. "VV. Martin engaged her for his 
prize glees and national part songs concert at 
Eexter Hall to co-operate with six hundred chor- 
isters, tlin Orpheus Glee Union, Lucy Franklin, 
Leigh Wilson, &c. Her magnificent voice at- 
tracts strongly. 

A new French tenor is praised by the London 
World of May 19ih. 

" Mile. Sezzi gave a matinee mudcale on Wed- 
nesday last, at Willis's Rooms, before a large 
and aristocratic audience. The artists who as- 
sisted the lenefldare were Mile. Angele, Signer 
Ciabatta, M<ms. Jules Mottes and Mr. George 
Perrin, as vocalists ; and as instrumentalists, Mr. 
W. Bache (piano). Signer Padovani (viplinotto- 
visono), and Mr. Thomas (harp). All these ar- 
rists sang and played in a manner worthy of 
themselves, and the applause they received was 
fully their due. Mile Sezzi was especially ap- 
plauded for the artistic way in which she sang 
' Assisu al pie d'un salice,' in which she was ably 
assisted by Mr. John Thomas, who played the 
obligato harp accompaniment. A few words of 
extra praise must be awarded to the new French 
tenor, M. Jtiles Mottes, who gave the popular 
rondo from Adolphe Adam's ' Le Postilloii de 
Lonjumearu,' with so much (dpomb and spirit, 
that the warm applause he received from the 
audience would have justified him in repealing 
it, but he only bowed his acknowledgments. M. 
Mottes possesses a fresh and sympathetic voice, 
and when he has more confidence in his oveu 
abilities he will achieve in the . concert room 
the same success he has met with in. private 
soirees. Signer Campana, Herr Lehmeyer, and 
Mr. Benedict accompanied the vocal music." 

The opei-alic fortunes of " L'Africaine " have 
been remarkable. It has already Ixwn per- 
formed in Europe at London, Madrid, Milan, St. 
Petersburgh, Parma, Bologna, Pesth, Berlin, 
Vienna, Hamburgh, Hanover, Darmstadt, Co- 
burg, Mannheim, Frankfort-on-the-Maine, Co- 
logne, Nuremberg, Gotha, Leipsic, Weimar, 
Carlsruhe, Schwerin, the Hague, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Ghent and Turin. It will be shortly 
be brought out, also, at Dresden, Brunswick, 
Munich, Cassell, Stuttgardt, Aix-la-Chappelle, 
Lemberg, Linz, Prague, Marseilles, Nismes, Bor- 
deaux, and many other cities. 

Parepa's name occurs frequently in London . 
concert programmes. She was to sing at Exeter 
Hall in the last oratorio performance of 'the 
Sacred Harmonic Society with Mme. Dolby, Sims 
Reeves, Santley, &c. 

Benedict's 31st annual concert takes places on 
31st inst., at St. James's Hall. His preceding 
thirty benefits have been uniformly lucrative 
and this cannot be an exception if the attendance 
be even moderate, as he charges one guinea for 
stalls and half that for reserved seats. 

At the Crystal Palace opera concert May 12th, 
Mme. Wippern, Miles. Sinicoand Bettelheim, 
Gassier, Foley and Tom Hohler sang at five shil- 
lings admission, giving the masses a chance to 
hear celebrities cheap. 

Abb6 Liszt has returned to Paris from Am- 
sterdam, where his Solemn Mass had just been 
executed for the 8th lime, with a success which 
rose to the proportions of a real triumph. After 
the performance a crown was offered to Liszt, 
who, besides, received on this occasion the most 
unequivocal tokens of admiration for his talent, 
and affection for his person. 

Rubinstein's symphony entitled, "The Ocean," 
of which only a part had been given in Paris, at 
Pasdeloup's popular concerts, has been executed 
inextenso at Chemnitz, a little city in Saxony, 
and received with enthusiasm. 

Gicomilli's Preu Jf«sJco/e. observes, that it is 
doubtful that such a considerable work could be 
interpreted in Prance outside of Paris. This he 
remarked to the honor of our German friends in 
Germany, who evidently in the execution of se- 
rious music, takes the head most brilliantly. 



